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Learning Styles
Questions, Activities, and Assessments

Mastery
Literal

Mastery learners want to leamn practical information and procedures.

They like dnlls, lechoes, demonstrations and practice. They may
experience difficulty when leaming becomes 100 absmact or when
faced with open-ended questions. They leam best when instruction
15 focused oo modeling pew skills, prmcticize, and feedback
sessions

Questions focns on small facts and skalls.
¢  Eecall: Who, What, When, Where?
*  Descrbe or use a procedurs: How?
¢ Summanzs: Fetell or restate.

Activities focus on crganizing and managing
information; repefitrve exsrcises that provide practice.

Aszseszments ars made on the bazis of clarity and
correctness. Tasks inclede histing, describing,
sequencing, following the procedurs, recalling, and
restating.

Interpersonal
Collaborative and personal

Interpersonal leamers want to l=am about things that affect people's
Ivas. They like proup experisnces, discussions, cooperative
learning actwvities, role playing, and persooal attention. They may
exparience difficulty wher instmiction facuses on independent seat
work of when learming lacks real world application. They leam best
when their teacher pays attention to their successes and straggles

Questions focus on students’ reladonships to the
content they study.
&  Descnbe feelings: How would you...7 How
do vou...7 How did vou feel or think...7
*  Empathize: If you were_ . how would vou
faal and think about. .7
*  Evaluate: Which is best? How do you rate?
What are strengths and weakneszes of .7

Activities focus on helpmg stadents identfv and make
use of their faalngs, empathizing, examining baliafs
and values, decizion making, ceaching, peer practice,
cooperative learnmg, and personal evaluations.

Assessments are made on the bazis of honesty,
vividness, expressiveness, and ability to participate
and work cooperatively.

Understanding
Concepmal and logical

Understanding learners want to nse logic, debate, and inguiry to
tovestigate idsas. They like reading, debates, research projects,
independent stdy, making cases or arguments, and asking “wiy ™™
They may experience diffioulty when there is a focus oo the social
emwiromment of the classroom (8.2, cooperative leamming | They
learn best when they are challenged o think and explain their ideas

Questions focns on big ideas, concepts, and
zeneralizations.
* Compare and'or contrast: How are thev
stmeilar and/or how are they different?
*  Prove or disprove: Evidence and'or suppert
and refute
*  FExplain how or why: Caunse and/or effect

Activities focus on explammg, defimng concepts,
determuining criteria, explaiming the relationships
betwean concepts, defermining causes and effocts,
citmg evidence, explaining why and how, testing
theories, solving mysterias, and conducting rasearch.

Assessments arz Judzed on comprehensiveness,
guality of reasoning, and use of evidence.

Self-Expressive
Imaginative and creative

Self-expressive learners want to wse their imazmations 1o explare
ideas. They like creative and amistc activities, open-ended and
non-routing problems, generatmg possibilities and altermatives, and
asking “what i7" They may experience difficulty when insiniction
foruses on drill and practice and roce problem solving. They leam
Trest when they are mvited 1o express themselves m unique med
arigimal ways.

Questions focns on stimmlating students”
1maginations.
*  Imagine or suppose: What 1f7
*  Design or create: How would vou...7
&  Metaphor: Howiza__ hkea 7

Activities focus on creating unique, original products
and solvmng non-routine problems, using art, dance,
song, and poetry {0 express ideas, hypothesizing’
speculating about the past and the future, and
desigming or creating a solufion to a problem uzmg
metaphors to ses things in new and different wavs.

Aszessments are judzed on eriginality, creativity, and
relevance to the purpose being addresszed.
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